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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  I nformationi^=|):^.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


OctolDer  1 ,  1955 
Letter  Wo.  685 


Buehrod  Allin,  Chalmfati  of  USDA's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board, 
declared  today  one  of  the  most  important  single  facts  in  the  current 
agricultural  situation  ie  the  fact  that  ve  nQ\r  have  the  largest  supply  of 
feed  grains  and  other  concentrates  i:e  have  ever  had  in  all  our  history.  He 
was  speaking  in  Chicago  hefcre  the  USth  Annual  Convention  and  Trade  Show  of 
the  National  Poultry,  Butter  and  Egg  Association,  and  he  pointed  out  that 
the  causes  and  implications  of  this  record  large  supply  of  feed  grains  for 
the  future  are  of  special  interest  to  producers  and  handlers  of  livestock 
and  livestock  products.    Chairman  Allin  also  noted  the  remarkahle  achieve- 
ment of  U.S.  farming  since  the  outhreak  of  World  V/ar  II.    During  that  time 
the  total  output  of  American  farms  has  increased  more  than  one -third,  while 
the  numher  of  farms  decreased  I5  percent.    Output  per  man-hour  of  labor  on 
farms  nearly  doubled,  vith  an  average  increase  of  more  than  6  percent  per 
year. 

f/larketing  Research  Developments 


This  veek  USDA's  Marketing  Service  reported  a  new  electronic  test 
for  oil  in  cottonseed  that  does  in  10  minutes  wh-at  it  na\i  takes  2k  hours 
to  do  by  the  established  chemical  test  -  and  does  it  cheaper.    The  research- 
ers figure  the  new  test  at  long  last  makes  it  practical  to  measure  the  value 
of  iriiividual  small  lots  of  cottonseed,  i.ill  prove  fairer  to  farmers,  and 
give  them  more  incentive  to  produce  high-qualit3'-  cottonseed.  ...  As  part 
of  their  research  for  the  Navy  on  storage  life  of  vegetables  eaten  raw, 
the  AMS  investigators  have  also  found  a  way  to  make  lettuce  keep  better  in 
storage.    They  trim  the  letcuce  in  the  field  before  packing  and  shipping, 
ship  and  store  in  polyethylene  liners,  and  store  at  32  degrees. 


Hog  Group  Recommends  -  -  - 


The  representative  group  of  hog  producers  and  hog  industry',  which 
we  told  you  la!?t  week  ■\.'ould  meet  here  at  the  invitation  of  the  Secretary 
today  to  canvass  the  hog  price  situation,  has  just  reported.    The  group 
has  recommended  buj'-ing  a  limited  quantity  of  pork  for  use  on  the  school 
lunch  program,  and  for  charitable  institutions  and  needy  persons.    They  have 
also  recommended  increased  exports,  more  use  by  the  armed  forces,  and  in- 
creased sales  and  promotion  efforts  here  at  home.    They  went  on  record  as 
opposed  to  any  price  supports  on  hogs  or  any  government  action  that  would 
result  in  piling  up  pork  in  storage.    They  advised  the  Department  to  continue 
watching  marketing  developments  closely  and  stand  ready  to  start  a  limited 
purchase  program  if  the  situation  worsens  to  an  extent  that  buying  would 
help  alleviate  conditions. 
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Sam's  IJomen  Build  Programs 

Sam  Sclmeider^  KVOQ,  Tulsa,  speaks  vith  understandaTDle  authority 
vhen  he  says  "there  is  no  difference  "between  to\m  and  farm  vomen. "  What 
he  means  is  that  he  can  aim  his  TV  programs  at  homemakers  and  hit  hoth  the 
urhan  and  r\Aral  varieties. 

Also  understandahle  is  Sam's  further  assertion  that  he  does  very 
little  television  for  the  men.    Succinctly  speaketh  sagely  Sam,  "If  we 
serve  the  women  we  have  served  a  majority  of  our  audience  "both  in  town  and 
country.  " 

Sam  has  what  he  calls  a  "committee  fan  out  system"  of  I5  home- 
makers  who  appear  on  the  programs,  talk  to  people,  watch  the  programs, 
criticise  them,  etc.,  and  "sort  of  live  television  with  us".    Backing  up 
the  15  ladies,  Sam  has  a  program  planning  hoard  of  12  committees  represent- 
ing every  phase  of  community  life:  health,  civic  and  governmental,  agricul- 
tural, homemaking,  labor,  high  school,  university,  etc.    They  meet  every 
three  months  and  give  Sam  &  Co.  their  ideas  of  what  homemakers  w-ant.  And 
that  isn't  all,  for  hack  of  that  is  a  group  of  II50  women,  chosen  from  a 
city  directory  hy  taking  a  name  out  of  every  sixth  block  north  and  south. 
Sam  sends  them  monthly  questionnaires  asking  what  they  vrant  on  the  air,  and 
what  kind  of  help  they  need  in  buying,  preparing  or  using  food,  clothing  and 
shelter. 

He  gets  specific  and  asks  them  about  one  item  in  particular, 
instead  of  making  it  general.    Also,  he  meets  once  every  three  months  with 
the  30  county  home  demonstration  agents  who  cover  the  area.    This  is  a  3 -day 
session  out  at  the  Eyoo  ranch,  and  they  hash  over  the  TV  shows,  figure  out 
\rhat  their  women  want  and  plan  to  put  it  on  the  screen. 

Sam  has  used  the  committee  system  in  guiding  his  programs  for  a 
long  time  on  rad^o,  and  has  been  more  successful  at  it  than  anyone  else  in 
our  ken. 

Breakfast  with  Bill  Drips 

Bill  Drips,  KOIN-TV,  Portland,  Ore.,  says  he  tried  out  the  8:30 
a.m.  spot  all  summer  and  found  it  was  FUSE  for  his  farmers.    They  had  just 
finished  their  choree  and  breakfast,  and  had  not  gone  to  toim.    He  figures 
that  when  the  rains  come,  a  later  spot  will  be  good,  too.    Postcard  response 
is  his  guide. 

Rural  Development  Idea  Spreading 

Speaking  to  the  National  Conference  on  Public  Policy  at  Green 
Lake,  Vis.,  Tuesday,  Under  Secretary  Morse  reported  meetings  and  other 
activities  on  the  nev7  Eural  Development  Program  in  at  least  half  of  the  ^8 
states.    He  declared  that  all  truly  concerned  with  farm  families  and  progress 
in  mral  America  can  now  help  roll  this  program  forv/ard  to  speed  aid  to 
farm  families  who  need  help  most.    He  suggested  points  where  the  low  income 
problems  can  be  attacked.    Among  others,  he  mentioned  the  need  for  expanding 
industries  into  areas  of  under-employed  rural  people.    He  noted  that  a 
national  policy  of  industrial  dispersion  was  announced  as  a  defense  measure 
as  far  back  as  four  years  ago.    He  expects  this  vrill  receive  more  and  more 
encouragement  in  the  interest  of  national  defense  and  greater  industrial 
strength  and  stability.    And  he  sees  this  as  an  open  door  of  opportunity 
for  low  income  areas.    He  thinks  industrial  expansion  will  increase  where  people 
can  live  on  small  farms  and  work  full  or  part  time  in  factories.    He  said 
community  and  trade  area  development  programs  have  already  pointed  the  way 
to  more  farm  prosperity  and  better  living  in  many  parts  of  the  coimtry. 


-  3  - 


What  Some  RFDs  Are  Up  To 

Merrill  Knapp,  who  retired,  tells  us  the  ne\rlv  elected  Begional 
Chairman  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Region,  NATRFD,  is  now  Don  Tuttle,  WGY, 

Schenectady,  N.Y  Norman  Kraeft,  V/GN,  Chicago,  has  oeen  pretty  ov.sj 

lately  co-chairmanning  the  Com  Harvest  Days  at  Pontiac,  Michigan,  the  last 
of  September,  and  arranging  the  hig  2nd  Annual  Chicago  Dairy  Day  Parade  down 
State  Street  tomorrow  Octoher  8,    It's  pleasant  work  though,  as  dairy 
princesses  from  ik  states  will  he  competing  for  the  title  of  American  Dairy 

Princess  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford,  writes  that  his  station  will 

pay  the  expenses  of  a  high  school  hoy  to  the  national  FFA  convention  in 
Kansas  City,  Octoher  II-I5.    The  hoy  is  Arnold  Hinckley  of  Windham,  winner 
of  a  WTIC  farm  youth  program  award  for  outstanding  \rork  as  a  junior  dairy- 
man How  was  the  sea  food  in  New  Orleans^  Frank? 

Speeches  "by  the  Secretary 

Monday,  Octoher  10,  Secretary  Benson  will  talk  to  the  Mutual 
Insurance  Companies  national  convention  at  St.  Louis,  ahout  the  agricultural 
programs  and  activities  intended  to  help  farmers  meet  the  risks  they  face. 
And,  on  Tuesday  the  11th,  he  will  discuss  with  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 
convention  at  Kansas  City,  Mays  of  opening  the  channels  of  opportunity  to 
young  farmers . 

Efforts  to  Improve  V.Tieat  Quality 

In  the  course  of  his  speech  before  the  American  Bakers  Association 
at  Atlantic  City  day  hefore  yesterday,  Secretary  Benson  sketched  the  major 
efforts  of  the  Department  to  improve  the  quality  of  wheat.    He  reported  that 
millers,  hakers,  crop  improvement  associations  and  farmers  themselves  have 
generally  supported  his  recent  decision  to  discount  under  the  price  support 
program  certain  varieties  of  wheat  primarily  suitable  for  feed  purposes. 

Beginning  with  the  1956  crop,  some  23  "v.^heat  varieties  will  he  sub- 
jected to  discounts  of  20  cents  a  bushel.     These  unsuitable  varieties  account 
for  about  5  percent  of  this  j^ear's  production  in  this  country,  and  the 
Secretary  expressed  the  hope  thr.t  the  ne^^r  program  irill  virtually  eliminate 
production  of  the  undesirable  varieties  in  the  years  ahead.    As  he  pointed 
out,  that  means  tliat  the  average  qualitj'-  of  the  ^/heat  crop  \Till  be  improved. 

He  also  estimated  the  nev  test  for  the  bread -making  quality  of 
wheat,  which  the  Department's  grain  division  developed  after  several  years 
of  research,  could  prove  of  enormous  benefit  to  wheat  farmers  as  well  as 
the  miller  and  the  baker.    This  sedimentation  test  takes  I5  minutes  or  less 
and  measures  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  gluten  in  wheat.    If  extensive 
trials  now  under  way  confirm  preliminary  findings,  this  test  may  prove  a 
practical  means  of  classifying  wheat  in  a  general  way  according  to  its 
baking  quality. 

Other  research  projects  the  Department  and  state  experiment  stations 
are  carrying  forvrard  seek  to  relate  the  protein  and  some  of  the  minor  con- 
stituents of  wheat  to  the  suitability  of  various  wheat  varieties  to  bread-making. 

Antibiotics  Conference  Here  Oct.  19-20-21 

The  first  International  Conference  on  the  Use  of  Antibiotics  in 
Agriculture  will  be  held  by  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  here  at  the 
Department  October  19-20-21.    Scientists  from  thirteen  countries  including 
the  U.S.,  will  tate  part:  Canada,  England,  Scotland,  Denmark,  Non/ay,  France, 
Germany,  Spain,  Sweden,  South  Africa,  Gua,temala,  and  Mexico. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shovs  QctoTjer  13 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT    "Top  of  the 
Farm  Keirs"  vath  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Looking  Ahead  on  Agricultural  Con- 
servation Program"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Fred  Ritchie,  acting  chief  of  USDA's 
ACP  Division;  and  "Farm-City  Hunting  i^elations"  with  Ted  Pichards,  ext.  ed._, 
Penn  State . 

l^mC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ■■  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  National  Future  Farmers  of 
America  convention  at  Kansas  City, 

CBS  News  with  Bill  Sliadel  substituting  for  Claude  J\fehoney  -  Saturday 
9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT.  Features:  The  International  Dairy  Show  in  Chicago 
with  George  Menard,  \!BBU. 

CCBS  Agriculture  USA,  with  Eollis  Seavey.  Features:  The  Tenth 
Anniversary  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  with  Gove  Eamtidge, 
North  American  regional  representative. 

Appeal  to  Farm  Broadcasters  Ahroad 

The  Sept.  quarterly  issue  of  the  European  Farm  Radio  and  Television 
Association's  FARM  RADIO  NE1'7S,  has  reached  us.     In  an  open  letter  to  European 
farm  "broadcasters,  Prexy  Harry  Hunt  (BBC)  makes  an  appeal  for  membership 
applications  and  deplores  the  slow  response  up  to  now.    So  far,  half  of 
the  membership  applications  have  come  from  the  British  Isles,  and  Harry  says 
this  is  all  out  of  proportion  to  what  it  should  be. 

"If  the  Association  is  to  survive,  we  need  funds  to  public  further 
editions,  print  membership  cards,  organize  meetings.    Having  proceeded  so 
far  with  EFRTA  I  hope  you  will  agree  tlaat  it  vrould  be  folly  to  disband. 
The  future  prospects  of  farm  radio  and  television  have  surely  never  been 
brighter,  and  the  need  for  us  all  to  work  together  is  apparent." 

We'd  like  to  second  Harry's  appraisal,  and  to  suggest  that  if  any 
of  you  broadcasters  here  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada  have  European  acquaintances 
in  the  profession  that  you  urge  them  to  consider  carefully  the  advantages 
afforded  them  individually  by  a  lively  international  association.    It's  much 
ea^sier  for  U.S.  and  Canadian  PFDs  to  get  together  than  for  the  various  nations 
of  Europe  with  their  language  and  currency  differences  but  still  it  is  a 
problem  worth  solving. 

Elsewhere  in  the  issue  Editor  Hilary  Phillips  has  articles  by  Karl 
Grosch  and  Hans  Kieffer  of  the  Southwest  German  network  at  Mainz;  Dick 
Thompson,  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  (ass't  to  John  Douglass); 
Raymond  Cherrier  of  the  French  Radio  Network;  Wolf  von  Tucher  of  the  Bavarian 
NetArork,  Munich;  and  Kenneth  Buthlay  of  the  BBC,  witing  about  Canada's  Farm 
;;.^adio  Forum;  and  this  reporter.    Some  othjer  U.S.  RFDs  mentioned  are  Chet 
Randolph,  WNAJ,  Yankton,  S.D.,  who  offers  to  exchange  tapes  with  Europeans; 
and  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  who  plans  a  world  tour.     "The  BBC 
expects  a  short,  sharp  gust  of  Kansas  Wind  some  time  in  November",  says 
Editor  Phillips,  announcing  Jack's  impending  visit.    He  also  includes  a  short 
article  about  WAVE -TV ' e  farm  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  one  about  the  new  publi- 
cation, "Agrisearch",  just  issued  by  the  Nat'l  Project  in  Agr'l  Communications. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  "Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  lnformafiVn-^t^5.&«pLprtm«nt  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  EtLrector: 


DEC  12  1955 

j  U.  S.  b£PAKTM£Nr  OF  AClkl  i 


October  lU,  19^5 
Letter  Nmber  686 


That  first  officially-sponsored  U,  S.  food  exhibit  abroad,  at 
the  International  Food  Fair  in  Cologne,  Germany,  last  \veek,  drew  big  crowds. 
The  main  feature  was  16  private  sales-promotion  displays  by  private  firms 
trying  to  expand  their  outlets  overseas.    USDA  and  industry  representatives 
are  pleased  ivith  what  they  learned.  .  »  .  .  .  This  week  the  Crop  Reporting 
Board  reported  that  in  spite  of  some  weird  weather  in  one  place  and  another, 
total  crop  production  in  the  U.S.  still  ranks  as  the  second  highest  on  record. 
In  addition  to  the  stand-out  showing  made  by  cotton,  tobacco,  rice  and  pea- 
nuts are  setting  record  yields  per  acre  this  year.    The  largest  hay  crop 
ever  grown  in  the  Nation  made  still  further  gains  during  the  past  month  .  .  . 
And  today  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  reported  that  compared  with  a  year 
earlier  farm  real  estate  values  are  up  2  percent  or  more  in  36  States  .... 
Another  first  came  from  Department  scientists  viio  reported  success  in  grow- 
ing the  virus  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  on  a  cheaper  medium.    This  develop- 
ment at  the  Plum  Island  Laboratory  off  Long  Island  is  the  first  research 
reported  on  foot-and-mouth  inside  the  U.S.    It  is  expected  to  speed  up  the 
fight  to  protect  this  country's  hogs,  beef,  and  dairy  herds  against  that 
threat. 


Timber  Resources  for  America's  Futvjre 


At  Portland,  Oregon,  Monday,  October  17,  Chief  of  the  Forest 
Service  Richard  McArdle  makes  a  'State  of  the  Union'  report  on  U.S.  timber 
supplies.    This  is  important.    He  makes  the  address  to  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Society  of  American  Foresters  and  summarizes  the  most  comprehensive 
basic  survey  of  woods  resources  made  in  ten  years <,    Keep  alert  for  press  and 
radio  releases  from  that  meeting. 


Cotton  Quota  Referendum  December  13 


Today  Secretary  Benson  proclaimed  a  national  cotton  marketing  quota 
of  10  million  standard  bales  and  a  national  acreage  allotment  of  17,391,30ii. 
acres  for  the  19^6  crop  of  upland  cotton.    To  be  effective,  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  cotton  farmers  voting  must  approve  the  marketing  quotas. 
Referendums  on  both  upland  and  extra  long  staple  cotton  will  be  held 
December  13 1    The  minimum  upland  cotton  marketing  quota  under  the  law  is 
10  million  bales  and  that  automatically  becomes  the  marketing  quota  under 
the  present  supply  situation. 
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Coast  Bees  Buzz  in  Color 

We  had  a  good  chinfest  this  week  mth  H  ami  ton  Hintz,  agricultural 
airector  of  the  McClatchoy  newspapers,  radio  and' TV  stations  in  Calif orniaj 
who  motored  in  from  Sacramento  with  MrsoHiatz  to  visit  their  son  at  the 
Pentagon  here.    They  return  later  tliis  month  via  Texas.  Ham^-lton 
has  been  in  the  farm  reporting  business  for  McClatchey  for  31  years,  (he 
doesn't  look  old  enough)  heading  up  the  department  since  a  reorganization 
ill  years  ago.    In  addition  to  the  farm  department  of  three  daily  papers  at 
Sacramento,  Fresno,  and  Modesto  (all  named  the  "Bee")  he  gives  top  level 
direction  to  the  farm  activities  of  KMJ,  Fresno  farm  reporter  Sid  Cox^  KMJ-TV 
farm  man  Ed  Sturgeoni  KFBK,  Sacramento,  farm  men  Ray  Roberts" and  Charles 
Dimcanj  KERN,  Eakersfiald  farm  editor  Dick  Martin;  IDH,  Reno,  William"  Agler. 
Farm~man  for  newly-acquired  KBEE-AM  at  Modesto  is  to  be  announced  soon.  Ham 
says  the  KM  J -TV  farm  show  is  on  at  6  p.m.  "because  that's  when  famers  say 
they  can  watch,"  and  that  this  is  the  first  regular  farm  show  on  color  TV. 
The  station  doesn't  yet  have  color  cameras  for  studio  pick-up,  but  they  make 
color  film  outside  on  the  farm  and  send  it  out. 

Tenth  anniversary  of  "The  Farm  Forum','  daily  show  on  all  the 
McClatohey  radio  stations,  will  be  observed  November  12. 

Farm-City  Week  Near 

To  "kick  off"  national  Farm-City  Week  celebration  October  23  through 
29,  Secretary  Benson  has  invited  a  group  of  farm,  industry,  agricultural 
communications 5  and  Congressional  leaders  to  a  luncheon  Saturday,  October  22. 
The  luncheon  will  feature  new  foods  developed  through  research.  Frank  Teuton, 
ARS,  will  also  demonstrate  new  fabrics  developed  from  cotton,  wool,  and  other 
farm  fibers  and  other  Department  workers  mil  model  some  of  the  new  creations. 
....  Harris  Baldwin,  head  of  USDA  exhibits,  tells  us  the  Department  is  also 
putting  on  a  poster  presentation  in  Pennsylvania  Station,  New  York  to  illus- 
trate the  Farm-City  theme  of  'More  and  Better  Food  from  Today's  Pay  Check." 

"Teenagers  Take  Over" 

Alice  Skelsey,  of  our  staff,  produced  the  thirteenth  and  last  program 
in  her  "Teenagers  Take  Over"  series  on  vmC-TV,  TiTashington,  this  past  Satur- 
day morning.    She  credits  the  successful  acceptance  to  the  teenagers  themselves 
She  found  them  amazingly  adaptable  to  television  work.    None  had  had  TV  expe- 
rience, and  only  one  or  two  had  dramatic  training  of  any  kind.    The  old  rule 
"be  yourself"  seemed  to  work  with  them  -  and  howi    Alice  says  her  chief  guide 
in  selecting  the  youngsters  was  "Do  you  want  to  be  on  the  program?"  She  now 
begins  the  job  of  working  Vae  scripts  into  shape  for  distribution  to  the  Land 
Grant  Colleges  and  others  who  may  want  to  produce  a  similar  series  locally. 
We  plan  toimake  the  scripts,  prop  lists,  set  plans,  and  production  notes 
available  in  one  package^    Should  be  ready  in  next  three  or  four  weeks.  Cash 
outlay  for  scenes  was  negligible. 

Research  Platter  Popular 

V^fhen  171  stations  out  of  200  approached  asked  for  a  platter  contain- 
ing short  statements  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  other  leaders  on  the 
subject  of  agricultural  research  and  ^Nhy  we  need  more  of  it,  the  batting 
average  shows  what  seems  to  be  considerable  interest  in  agricultural  research. 
The  platter  was  issued  b/-  the  Council  for  Agricultural  and  Chemurigic  Research. 
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Saturated  with  Important  Ideas 

The  1955  USDA  Yearbook  on  'Water"  is  due  to  be  out  the  last  of  this 
month,    Vfe  can  offer  "review"  copies  to  those  RFDs  who  want  to  devote  time  on 
the  air  to  announcing  the  book.    AlsO;,  copies  to  those  RFDs  who  wish  to  use 
it  as  a  continuing  reference. — You  can  announce  that  copies  are  available  at 
^2.00  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docments,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Our  Mail  Tells  Us: 


Early  this  month,  Carl  Collin  at  WKZD ,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  started 

a  new  daily  5  minute  farm  show,  7:25  a.m  Bruce  Davies.  radio 

and  TV  me.rket  reporter  at  the  Chicago  Union  Stock  Yards,  writes  that  the 
Iowa  Network  Broadcast  has  expanded  another  five  minutes  and  is  now  heard 
daily  from  12:50  to  1:00  p.m.  over  the  eight-station  Tall  Corn  Network. 
Bruce  continues  his  Chicago  Market  Report  TV  film  and  his  daily  broadcasts 
on  WLS.  .......  Today  and  tomorrow  Harold  (Smitty)  Schmitz,  KFEQ  is 

broadcasting  the  Missouri  State  and  National  Mechanical  Corn  lacking  Contest 
near  St.  Joseph.    Next  week  he'll  do  at  least  U5  minutes  a  day  of  the  American 
Royal  activities  in  Kansas  City,     After  that  he  hopes  to  take  it  just  a  little 

®^sier  and  comes  news  that  Joe  Bier  is  retiring  after  25  years  as 

farm  broadcaster  at  TOR,  New  York.    The  only  plans  Joe  announces  are  "to  sleep 
as  late  as  I  want  every  day."    Good  luck,  Joe.    His  replacement  is  V/ill 
K.egelbeck,  formerly  of  the  NBC-TV  "Home"  show,  and  former  RFD  in  Fhilidelphia. 
Welcome  back,  Will. 

Consmer  Facts  on  Pork 

Fall  and  winter  are  usually  the  seasons  of  heavy  supplies  of  pork. 
From  what  the  livestock  specialists  tell  us,  hog  slaughter  will  continue 
larger  than  the  year  before  through  at  least  the  first  half  of  '56. 
Slaughter  the  second  half  of  next  year  cannot  be  foreseen  until  we  know  the 
SLze  of  the  '56  spring  pig  crop.    At  present,  little  change  seems  likely. 
You  may  be  able  to  help  your  folks  adjust  to  the  larger  supplies  and  really 
bring  home  the  bacon  —  and  the  ham,  and  sausage,  and  other  tasty  pork  cuts, 
which  combine  well  with  many  other  foods.    About  next  week  we  hope  to  send 
you  'Fork  .  .  .  facts  for  consumer  education."    It  tells  about  the  quality 
characteristics  of  pork   how  much  to  buy,  how  to  plan  family  meals  around  pork 
products,  and  other  useful  infomation  to  enable  consmers  to  gain  the  greatest 
advantage  from  available  supplies.  gxedx-es-o 

All -Risk  Crop  Insurance 

o+    T     ^^^"^  National  Association  of  Mutual  Insurance  Companies 

^^n^    .  ^^^  l  Secretary  Benson  expressed  the  hope  of  expanc^ng 

croL  m^IZ'  """"  producing  areas  and  to  insure'^more 

is^w  onT^f  counties  where  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation 

IS  now  only  insuring  one.    He  emphasized  the  importance  of  developing  sound, 
business-like  insurance  and  pointed  out  that  a  study  is  now  underSv  to 
inlhT"  T'^'r  T'^'^'^  '^^^  Should  be  requi^ed7™ties 

Change  ^TT.  \"'''''t"^  I'  ^'^^  ^^^^^^^  important  policy 

change  made  has  been  to  stop  insurance  sales  when  risk  conditions  in  a  countv 
or  area  rise  above  normal.  T^e  Secretary  indicated  we  havf  f  W  road  Zad 
h\\Se1\f  L"tl?rc?ijn!"^^^^  ^  self-supporting  operation,  birihrt^t^ 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  October  22 


NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  ?dth  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    Farm-City  Vfeek. 

CBS  News  with  Bill  Shadel  substituiing  for  Claude  I'lahoney  -  Saturday 
9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDTc 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT  "Top  of  the 
Farm  News''  mth  Jack  Tov;ers>    Features:    Report  from  FAO  Quebec,  by  Keith 
Forrow,  farm  supervisor  for  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation!  and  Report  from 
Five-State  Rural  Farm  Young  meeting  in  West  Virginia,  by  Foster  Mullenax,  Ext. 

CCBS  Agriculture  USA,  mth  Hollis  Seavey-    Features:    "A  New  Look  at 
Home  Economics  Research"  with  Dr.  Hazel  Stiebeling  and  Layne  Beaty. 

"Doc"  Ruhmann  Gets  FFA  Degree 

At  its  annual  convention  in  Kansas  City  this  week,  the  Future  Farmers 
of  America  gave  W.A.CDoc)  Ruhmann,  VfBAP,  Fort  Worth,  its  honorary  American 
Farmer  degree  for  outstanding  service  to  the  FFA,  an  honor  not  shared  hy  many. 
Congratulations,  Doc  I 

Fact-Sheet  on  U-H  Achievement  Day 

Although  National  U-H  Adiievement  Day,  Saturday,  Novanber  12,  is 
"national  in  scope  and  vjorldwide  in  influence"  the  enclosed  fact-sheet  reminds 
you  that  the  center  of  interest  win  be  the  local  community,  town,  and  county — 
where  the  "home  folks"  may  see  for  themselves  what  their  boys  and  girls  are  do- 
ing.   They  are  not  kidding  about  that  "worldmde  in  influence"  either.  Through 
the  Inteinational  Farm  Youth  Exchange,  IFYE,  Program,  sponsored  by  the  Nat'l 
U-H  Club  Foundation  and  Extension  Service,  the  U-H  idea  is  spreading  all  over. 

Creativity  in  TV  by  Christmas 

An  illustrated  report  of  the  first  National  Agricultural  Television 
Clinic  held  September  2,3,  and  U  at  Columbia,  Missouri,  by  the  National  Project 
in  Agricultural  Commimi cations  is  well  into  production.    The  publication  is  be- 
ing designed  to  help  local  farm  television  producers,  extension  personnel,  and 
others  in  the  field  conduct  their  own  clinics  on  creativity  in  television. 
Leo  Geier  and  Mel  Reed  of  the  U.SoD.A.  Office  of  Information  have  completed  the 
rough  draft,  and  the  editing  is  being  done  by  D^ra-ght  Fairbanks  of  NPAC. 
Illustration  and  printing  will  be  handled  by  Coach  House  Press,  Chicago,  and  the 
publisher  plans  to  have  the  job  finished  by  Christmas. 


Leo  Begins  Tomorrow's  Career  Today 


We  lose  -  Johns-Hopkins  gains.    Television  information  specialist 
Leo  Geier  is  leaving,  USDA  Radio  and  Television  Service,  to  join  Johns  Hopkins 
University  of  Baltimore.  He  will  be  assistant  to  Lynn  Poole,  director  of  public 
relations,  and  wi.ll  be  associate  producer  of  the  John  Hopkins  television  show 
"Tomorrow's  Careers"  on  ABC  Television  network.  Happy  visuals  to  you,  Leo  I 

Sincef^y, 

"~Myne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television/Service 


PORK  'g^gfel, 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Washington,  D.  C. 

Office  of  Information  October,  1955 


PLENTY  Plenty  of  pork,  this  f»ll  —  that's  the  word  from  the 

U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture.    And  because  there  is, 
OF    PORK:  the  Department  is  cooperating  with  hog  producers  and  the 

food  industry  in  a  Special  Plentiful  Foods  Campaign  on 
pork.    That  can^aign  is  alreac^r  under  way,  with  a  special  industry  promotion 
on  pork  from  October  13  through  22  —  and  the  campaign  will  continue  for  the 
next  several  weeks,  over  the  period  of  seasonally  increasing  supplies, 

THE  SUPPLY  What's  responsible  for  all  the  pork  now  coming  to  market? 

SITUATION:  Department  marketing  specialists  say  it  traces  back  to 

last  spring's  large  pig  crop.    Growers  produced  a  crop 
9  percent  larger  than  the  year  before.    Those  pigs  have  been  growing  all 
summer,  on  si^plies  of  feed  that  are  at  near-record  levels.    The  hogs  are 
grown  to  market  weight  now  —  and  they're  coming  to  market  in  increasing 
volume. 

Marketings  will  continue  to  increase  seasonally  for  the 
next  month  or  more  --  averaging  around  10  percent  larger  than  sijpplies  a  year 
ago,  reflecting  the  increase  in  the  spring  crop, 

WHA.T'S  BEING  Recognizing  that  the  near- record  supplies  of  meat  due  in 

DONE  ABOUT  IT:  markets  this  fall  called  for  careful  planning,  representa- 

tives of  livestock  producers,  the  food  trades,  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  met  last  summer  to  appraise  the  situation  and  make 
plans  for  coping  with  it.    Subsequently,  the  industry  developed  a  schedule  for 
an  aggressive  merchandising  program  to  help  assure  the  full  benefit  from  the 
plentiful  supplies. 

On  October  7,  hog  farmers  and  industry  representatives 
met  in  Washington,  at  the  invitation  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ezra  Taft 
Benson,  to  consider  and  recommend  vhaLt  further  steps  the  USDA  and  industry 
might  take  in  dealing  with  the  situation.  They  all  agreed  that  the  promo- 
tional and  merchandising  activities  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  of 
tremendous  help  in  moving  the  larger  si^jplies  of  pork  through  the  markets. 
They  asked  the  Department  and  industry  to  intensify  those  activities  and 
continue  than. 


AN     INDUSTRY -GOVERNMENT  CAMPAIGN 
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In  line  with  that  recommendation,  the  Department  has 
aslred  food  editors  and  the  food  trades  to  give  their  assistance  to  an 
intensified  pork  merchandising  program  during  the  October  13-22  period, 
and  over  the  weeks  beyond,  to  make  full  use  of  the  abundance  of  pork  and 
pork  products. 


SECHETART  "This  cooperative  effort  to  sell  more  pork  comes  at 

BENSON  SATS:  a  critical  time  in  the  market  season,"  Secretary  of 

Agriculture  Ezra  Taft  Benson  points  out.    "It  presents 
a  challenge  to  all  who  are  in  a  position  to  contribute  to  its  effectiveness. 
But  I  am  confident  that,  with  the  full  participation  of  all  who  can  help, 
the  success  of  this  all-out  pork  merchandising  program  will  be  assured, " 


WHAT  YOU  This  fact  sheet  has  been  prepared  to  call  this 

CAN  DO:  Special  Plentiful  Foods  Campaign  to  the  attention 

of  food  editors  and  all  ^o  write  copy  for  consumers. 
The  Department's  information  and  educational  facilities  are  backing  this 
campaign,  and  will  be  supplying  regular  information  on  supplies  and  use 
of  pork  and  pork  products. 


In  addition,  information  materials  will  be  caning  to 
you  from  all  of  the  industry  groups  cooperating  in  the  campaign,  spear- 
headed by  the  National  Live  Stock  and  Meat  Board. 

With  a  plentiful  supply  of  pork  coming  to  market,  an 
intensive  merchandising  program  being  conducted,  and  ample  information 
materials  available,  food  editors  have  fine  opportunity  to  contribute 
substantially  to  the  success  of  this  Special  Plentiful  Foods  Program  on 
pork  and  pork  products.    We  urge  you  to  give  it  your  full  si?)port, 

AVAILABLE  The  Department  has  several  bulletins  which  will  give 

MATERIAI3:  you  more  information  about  the  use  of  pork  and  its 

products.    These  include: 

Family  Fare:    Food  management  and  recipes,  0-1 
Meat  for  Thrifty  Meals.  G-27 
Money  Saving  Main  Dishes,  G-ii3 
Pork,  Facts  for  Consumer  Education  AB-109 

If  you  don't  alreacfy  have  one,  we'll  be  glad  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  any  of  these  publications  to  help  you  cooperate  in  this 
Special  Plentiful  Foods  Program,    Send  your  request  to:    Office  of  Infor- 
mation, U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Agriculture  -  Washington 


4-H  ACHIEVEMENT  DAY 


NOVEMBER  12,  1955 


On  National  U-H  Achievement  Day  —  Saturday,  Noveraber  12  —  the  Nation 
will  honor  more  than  2,100,000  li-H  Cliib  boys  and  girls  for  a  job  well 
done*    Thousands  of  local  volunteer  leaders,  parents,  and  others  who  have 
contributed  to  the  support  of  club  work,  will  share  the  recognition* 

Although  the  h-H  program  is  national  in  scope  and  worldwide  in  inJfluence, 
the  center  of  interest  will  be  the  local  ccmmunity,  town,  and  county  — 
■where  the  'Hiome  folks"  may  see  for  themselves  what  their  boys  and  girls 
are  accomplishing. 

What  It-H'ers  Have  Done;    In  the  past  year,  members  have  completed  nearly 
3,2i70,000  individual  projects  —  producing  and  conserving  food,  feed, 
and  fiber;  sewing  and  cooking;  improving  and  beautifying  their  homes; 
making  their  farms  more  efficient;  stressing  person^  health  and  safety; 
protecting  our  natural  resources  and  wildlife;  conserving  the  soil;  and 
cooperating  in  a  wide  variety  of  community  services. 

During  the  year,  members  have  given  special  attention  to  gaining  a  better 
understanding  of  marketing  and  consumer  buying;  to  finding  ways  to  ImpTove 
quality  of  production,  to  farm  and  home  development,  to  community  betterment, 
and  to  an  expanded  program  of  activities  particularly  challenging  to  older 
teen-agers. 

How  Achievement  Day  Will  Be  Observed;    Among  plans  for  the  occasion  are 

luncheons,  banquets,  and  other  events  —  local  and  countywide  —  idiere 
li-H'ers,  leaders,  and  parents  will  be  guests  and  speakers.    Farm  organizations, 
civic  and  service  clubs,  and  other  groups  will  invite  the  young  people  to 
make  talks  or  give  reports  at  their  meetings;  and  leaders,  extension  agents, 
and  others  who  help  with  club  work,  will  participate  in  special  programs. 

Newspapers  and  radio  stations  will  carry  news  and  features.  Exhibits 
illustrating  typical  activities  will  be  prepared  aiKi  put  in  store  windows 
and  other  prominent  places  —  all  highlighting  the  completion  of  a  year's 
efforts  toward  "ifoiproving  Family  and  Community  Living,"  the  theme  for  1955. 

Who  Are  It^'ers?    They  are  boys  and  girls,  chiefly  rural,  between  the  ages 

of  10  and  21,  vho  carry  on  various  farming,  hctnemaking,  commimity  service, 
and  other  projects.    They  "learn  by  doing,"  and  strive  "to  make  the  best 
better."    Character  development  and  good  citizenship  are  their  long-range 
goals.    This  year's  2,10li,787  members  belong  to  nearly  89,000  cliibs  in  all 
U8  States,  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico. 


Extension  Federal  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C 
IP  -139-(lO-55) 


Wio  Conducts  k-^U  Club  Work?    The  program  is  a  part  of  the  national 

educational  system  of  cooperative  extension  work  in  which  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  State  land-grant  colleges,  and  the 
counties  share.    Two  important  supporting  groups  are  the  National  li-^ 
Club  Foundation,  of  Silver  Spring,  Md*,  and  the  National  Committee  on 
Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work,  Chicago »    President  Eisenhower  is  honorary 
chairman  of  the  National  Committee. 

During  the  past  year,  270,820  adults  served  as  volunteer  local  leaders. 
In  addition,  80,171  older  club  boys  and  girls  assisted  as  junior  leaders. 

Examples  of  Specific  u-H  Accomplishments  in  the  Past  Year  i  Members— 
Owned'  and  carecl  for  l,286,'6Jo6  head  of  livestock. 
Owned  and  cared  for  10,369,000  birds  in  their  poultry  projects. 
Grew  862,600  acres  of  food,  feed,  and  fiber  crops* 
Improved  about  332,600  acres  throu^  soil  and  water  conservation 

and  management  projects* 
Canned  and  presei^ed  5 > ^70, 300  quarts  of  vegetables,  fruits,  and 
other  foods. 

Froze  2,863,575  poiinds  of  food,  and  1,976,500  qiiarbs  of  food* 

Prepared  23,138,800  dishes  and  served  13,7U5,U70  meals* 

Completed  I,li91,li50  garments  and  ll,6Ul,970  other  articles  in  sewing* 

About  lU9,200  members  enrolled  in  home  grounds  beautification  programs* 
More  than  193*700  enrolled  in  home  furnishings  and  room  improvement; 

10li,870  in  heme  management* 
More  than  itli,000  enrolled  in  child  care  projects. 

About  762,000  took  safety  training  and  participated  in  safety  programs, 

including  fire  and  accident  prevention. 
Nearly  653,000  received  training  in  health,  nursing,  and  first  aid* 
About  66,650  clubs  carried  on  community  service  projects  to  benefit 

themselves  and  their  neighbors* 
A  total  of  96,61l4  older  members  took  training  courses  to  help  them  as 

junior  leaders. 

Outstanding  IFYE  Prograint    The  ii-H  Club  idea  has  now  spread  around  the  world, 
the  plan  having  been  adapted  to  suit  varying  needs  and  conditions  in  some 
50  different  countries.    Through  the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange, 
sponsored  by  the  National  It-H  Club  Foundation  and  the  Extension  Service,  rural 
people  in  many  lands  become  acquainted  with  the  U-H  program.    During  the  last 
12  months,  278  rural  young  men  and  women  took  part  in  the  program  of  family, 
farm,  and  community  activities  in  other  countries.    This  included  119  outbound 
Iftiited  States  delegates  representing  37  States  and  Territories,  and  159  inbound 
exchangees  representing  38  countries* 

More  information    on  i|-H  Club  "work  and  on  National  U-H  Achievement  Day  may 
be  obtained  fSrom  any  county  li-H  Club  agent,  agricultural  agent,  or  home 
demonstration  agent;  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service  of  the  State  land- 
grant  college;  or  the  Federal  Extension  Service,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C, 


*  Latest  figures  available  are  for  195ii.    Preliminary  reports  indicate  these 
will  be  equaled  and,  in  most  instances,  exceeded  in  1955. 
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FAO'S  FIBST  TEN  YEARS 


The  Food  and  Agriculture  Organisation  of  the  United  Nations  is  abovit  to  begin 
its^  seoond  decade  of  service  to  member  nations*    For  it  was  ten  years  ago  —  a 
Ootober  I6,  I9I4.5  —  that  the  Organisation  came  into  being* 

Since  that  time  the  Organisation  has  grown  from  forty-two  member  nations  to 
seventy-one.    It  is  the  only  international  agency  set  up  to  deal  directly  with 
the  immediate  and  long-range  problems  of  food  and  farming  over  the  world*  Its 
objectives,  as  stated  in  its  Constitution,  are: 


"raising  levels  of  nutrition  and  standards  of  living  of  the 
peoples ••• 

securing  improvements  in  the  efficiency  of  the  produoticm 
and  distribution  of  all  food  and  agricultural  products, 

bettering  the  condition  of  r\jral  populations, 

and  thus  contributing  toward  an  expanding  world  economy." 


To  carry  out  these  objectives,  FAO*s  work  is  divided  into  three  principal  cate- 
gories —  it  collects,  analyzes,  and  distributes  to  member  nations  the  basic 
facts  on  food  and  agriculture,  forestry,  and  fisheries;  it  promotes  concerted 
national  and  international  action  by  recommending  definite  ways  and  means  for 
putting  the  latest  facts  and  scientific  methods  to  use;  and  it  gives  technical 
assistance  to  member  countries  requesting  it. 

How  successful  has  FAO  been  in  carrying  out  its  objectives?  How  does  the  U.  S. 
sise  up  the  lO-year  accomplishments  of  the  Organisation?  To  get  the  answers  to 
these  questions  we  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  U.  S .  FAO  Interagency  Committee,  a 
farm  organisation  leader,  and  U*  S.  Government  leaders  in  specialised  fields  to 
give  us  their  views.    Here's  what  they  had  to  say: 

U.  S .  AND  FAO  -  Earl  L.  Buts,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and 

Chairman,  U.  S.  FAO  Interagency  Committee 

The  first  ten  years  of  FAO  have  seen  marked  changes  in  the  world  food  and  agri- 
culture situation  —  from  shortage  to  surplus  —  from  world  production  of  food 
and  agricultural  products  cut  back  by  war's  devastation  to  production  now  in- 
creased by  25  percent. 


In  all  of  this  FAO  has  played  a  part.    The  sessions  of  its  Conferences  and 
Councils  have  turned  a  searchlight  of  analysis  on  the  world  food  cuid  agriculture 
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situation  80  that  govenuosnts  and  organizations  and  individuals  could  consider 
lines  of  action  appropriate  to  the  circumstances*    It  has  provided  a  continuous 
flow  of  information  —  statistios,  new  techniques,  accumulated  experience*  It 
has  jnade  on-the-spot  surveys,  held  training  centers,  stimulated  research  to  help 
rural  people  do  a  better  job  of  producing,  storing,  processing,  and  marketing 
the  agricultural,  forestry,  and  fisheries  products  on  which  the  world's  people 
depend  for  food,  clothing,  and  shelter*    And  it  has  given  direct  technical  assist- 
ance to  msaiber  govemiaents  to  help  achieve  these  ends* 

This  has  been  a  time  of  testing,  experimenting,  developing  an  organization  to  do 
the  big  job  FAO  has  been  assigned  by  its  mend:>er  governments*    It  has  been  the 
same  sort  of  testing  and  experimenting  experience  for  our  United  States  participa- 
tion in  FAO*    This  has  been  a  heavy  responsibility,  because  so  much  of  FAO's 
coming  into  being  was  the  result  of  our  initiative,  and  because  our  agriculture 
plays  such  a  major  role  in  world  developments. 

This  has  been  a  new  experience  for  us  —  one  with  few  precedents*    It  has  called 
for  the  best  thinking  and  experience  that  our  government  agencies  and  our  national 
voluntary  organisations  could  bring  to  bear*    I  think  that  we  who  are  charged  with 
responsibility  for  oiar  participation  in  this  international  organization  can  feel 
some  satisfaction  that  ovir  effort  has  been  good*    Not  that  we  have  always  done  the 
right  thing  or  made  the  right  decisions,  but  that  we  have  honestly  and  seriously 
sought  to  the  best  of  our  ability  to  determine  the  wisest  course  of  action*  This 
has  been  and  is  a  teaiarork  job  of  government  and  voluntary  agencies  —  the 
Departments  of  Agriculture,  State,  Interior,  Commerce,  the  President's  Office,  and 
other  agencies  with  the  farm,  forestry,  fishery,  business,  church,  labor,  women's, 
and  other  organizations*    All  have  conibined  in  a  fashion  that  I  think  can  be  a 
source  of  pride  to  all  Americans* 

In  this  issue  of  the  U*  S*  FAO  Newsletter  some  of  these  people  who  have  given  such 
liberal  measure  of  thought  and  energy  to  our  participation  in  FAO  have  expressed 
their  views  on  FAO's  work,  its  meaning  to  the  United  States,  and  its  future  outlook* 
We  wish  that  we  could  have  room  for  such  expressions  from  many  more  Americans  who 
have  contributed  and  participated  as  these  people  have*    These,  however,  are 
representative*    They,  and  others,  we  hope  will  be  on  hand  for  the  Decennial  com- 
memoration at  Quebec  City  on  October  15  and  l6*    For  that,  too,  we  wish  many  more 
Americans  could  be  present  to  get  the  sense  of  the  sincerity  of  purpose  that  animates 
our  Government's  participation  in  FAO. 

What  the  next  ten  or  twenty-five  years  of  FAO  will  hold  offers  ample  scope  for 
speculati  oaa*    I  believe  that  as  long  as  people  of  the  caliber  of  those  represented 
in  this  issue,  who  are  representative  of  many  more  of  like  ndnds,  continue  to  shape 
our  participation  in  FAO,  we  can  look  forward  to  steady  progress  toward  the  realisa- 
tion of  the  objectives  for  which  FAO  was  brought  into  being* 

FARM  ORGANIZATION  VIEW  OF  FAO  -  John  C*  Lynn,  Legislative  Director 

American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 

Our  national  ftk.rm  organizations  have  taken  a  deep  interest  and  an  active  part  in 
FAO's  birth  and  development  over  the  past  ten  years*  We  were  represented  at  Hot 
Springs,  at  Quebec,  and  at  every  FAO  Conference  since  then* 

We  think  FAO  has  made  a  good  beginning*    Its  objectives  are  clearj  its  programs  are 
sound;  its  leadership  is  good* 
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But  we  who  work  olosely  with  Amarioan  rural  people  look  to  FAO  for  something  be- 
yond Its  budget,  beyond  Its  Conferenoe  deolslons.  That  something  Is  hard  to  put 
into  words,  let  alone  translate  Into  programs* 

It  Is  to  get  aoross  to  other  oountrles  euid  peoples,  and  to  meJce  ef f eotlve, the 
advanoes  In  the  status  and  dignity  of  farming  and  farmers  that  we  hare  made  in  our 
country  through  our  system  of  free  enterprise  and  free  institutions  •    In  other 
words,  advanoes  in  farming  effiolenoy  are  meaningless  unless  they  take  plaoe  in  a 
framework  of  reoogniting  and  advancing  the  dignity  of  the  Individual  flanaer*  What 
we  need  to  get  aoross  in  FAO  is  this  concept  of  the  unique  partnership  of  govem- 
msnt  and  individual  farmers  that  we  have  developed  in  this  country.    In  providing 
essential  government  services  to  farmers,  we  have  made  it  absolutely  clear  that 
these  are  services  —  not  dictates  —  and  that  the  people  administering  the 
government  programs  are  servants  of  the  farmers  and  not  their  masters. 

We  think  that  technical  assistance  by  Itself  is  not  enough  unless  it  carries  with 
it  this  all-iiqportant  concept.    How  to  get  this  across  is  a  difficult  problem,  of 
course,  and  goes  beyond  agriculture  into  education,  law,  political  institutions, 
religion,  and  the  whole  fabric  of  the  relationship  of  the  Individual  to  his  fellow 
man  and  to  his  government* 

But  agriculture  has  a  major  job  to  do  in  getting  this  concept  across,  because  we 
think  this  problem  has  been  faced  more  intensively  and  solved  more  clearly  in 
agriculture  in  our  country  than  in  any  other  field  of  activity* 

We  think  that  free  farm  organizations  have  been  and  are  a  major  factor  in  develop- 
ing the  pattern  of  government  services  to  farmers  without  sacrifice  of  individual 
liberty*   We  think  our  farm  organizations  can  have  an  iiqportant  influence  In 
getting  this  concept  aoross  to  other  countries*    We  also  think  farm  organisations 
In  other  oountrles  have  a  major  job  to  do  there* 

All  of  our  national  farm  organizations  are  members  of  the  International  Federation 
of  Agricultural  Producers,  an  international  private  organization  of  national  ffeirm 
orgajiizations*    We  participate  actively  in  IFAP.    It  In  turn  has  a  consultative 
relationship  to  FAO*    So  we  participate  in  FAO's  activities  through  this  channel 
as  well  as  through  our  advisory  relationship  to  our  Government's  membership  in  FAO* 

How  well  FAO  can  do  on  this  broad  and  vital  job  of  raising  the  dignity  and  freedom, 
as  well  as  the  economic  level,  of  the  world's  rviral  people  is  difficult  to  say. 
We  think  some  progress  has  been  made.    We  think  further  progress  will  be  oade  not 
by  diplomat io  protocol,  but  by  rural  people  getting  together  themselves  and  shaping 
their  own  programs* 

Therefore,  we  believe  it  is  ln^ortant  that  FAO*s  operations  should  be  as  Aree  as 
possible  from  international  political  control  and  as  much  as  possible  on  a  down-to- 
earth  rural  people  to  rural  people  basis.    If  it  does  not  operate  this  way  we  think 
it  will  fail  to  advanoe  toward  its  high  objectives,  and  will  let  down  the  hopes  of 
nllllons  of  rural  people  throughout  the  world* 

Rural  people  nake  up  the  vast  majority  of  the  population  of  so-called  under-develop- 
ed countries.    How  they  think  and  hem  they  develop  will  have  a  determining  effect  on 
the  future  course  of  the  world's  political  development,  toward  demooraoy  or  toward 
ooBmunlst  or  fascist  dictatorship*    We  think  we  owe  it  to  them  and  to  ourselves 
to  help  them  to  a  deoent  living  in  dignity  and  freedom. 
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ADVANCE  OF  SCIENTIFIC  KM07<LEDGE  -  B.  T.  Shaw,  Administrator 

Agricultural  Research  Service,  U.S,D«A« 

It  is  our  belief  that  FAO,  under  its  regular  and  technical  assistance  programs 
and  through  the  stimulation  of  research  and  dissemination  of  research  resvilts,  is 
mking  real  progress  in  leading  large  parts  of  the  world  out  of  the  distress  of 
faiaine  sjid  misery  that  became  so  severe  during  the  world  war  years. 

FAO 'a  first  objective,  as  envisioned  at  the  Hot  Springs  Conference,  was  that  food 
production  nmst  be  greatly  expanded.    The  delegates  believed  that  the  necessary 
technical  knowledge  was  already  available.    The  Organizaticaa*s  first  efforts  were 
accordingly  directed  to  extending  to  other  parts  of  the  world  knowledge  of  the 
methods  that  had  made  the  farms  of  highly  developed  countries  so  productive. 

No  sooner  were  efforts  toward  the  extension  of  knowledge  and  improvements  in  the 
distribution  of  food  well  started  than  it  was  found  necessary  to  support  euid 
stimulate  research  and  observational  tests  to  find  ways  of  adapting  basic  agricul- 
tural knowledge  for  use  in  countries  where  the  needs  were  greatest  and  starvation 
was  prevalent. 

For  example,  in  Oriental  regions  where  rice  is  the  most  important  food,  con^re- 
hensive  and  intensive  programs  of  rice  breeding  for  the  development  of  more 
productive  varieties  were  started  and  are  under  way  through  the  FAO-sponsored 
International  Rice  Commission.    The  IRC,  with  its  Working  Parties  on  Rice  Breeding 
and  Fertilizers,  provides  the  means  for  exchanging  research  infonnation  and  re- 
sults for  the  mutiial  benefit  of  member  countries. 

In  Europe  livestock  production  has  been  stimulated  through  progress  in  the  develop- 
ment of  hybrid  maize,  which  has  increased  the  supply  of  available  feeds.  Hybrids 
adapted  to  various  sections  of  Europe  have  been  worked  out  and  popularized  so  that 
the  use  of  this  grain  is  making  considerable  advances. 

In  the  control  of  insect  pests,  trials  of  new  insecticides  for  locust  control  in 
the  Middle  East  have  resulted  in  bringing  into  use  several  insecticides  much  more 
effective  than  the  arsenicals  that  were  eiqployed  in  past  years.    Through  the 
coordination  of  previously  independent  local  and  national  efforts  a  widespread  and 
prolonged  desert  locust  control  outbreak  extending  from  Northern  Africa  across 
Southern  Asia  has  been  brought  under  such  successful  control  that  practically  no 
loss  of  food  crops  has  occurred. 

FAO  has  also  led  in  animal  disease  control  activities,  particularly  in  the  control 
of  rinderpest  and  foot-and-mouth  disease.    FAO  has  needed  to  rely  on  research 
previously  done  in  Europe  and  the  Americas  for  the  development  of  vaccines  and  the 
improvement  of  other  control  measures,  but  as  an  organization  has  taken  the  leader- 
ship in  training  for  vaccine  production  and  control  measures  in  the  countries  where 
these  efforts  are  needed. 

Technical  conferences  of  research  and  production  specialists  from  many  countries 
have  resulted  in  the  interchange  of  data  and  the  rapid  dissemination  of  informa- 
tion gained  from  scientific  investigations  in  all  parts  of  the  world.    A  number 
of  valuable  heuadbooks  and  guides  have  been  issued  by  FAO  for  the  use  of  technicians 
and  program  leaders.    Such  information  is  basic  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture. 

Since  FAO  was  established,  great  progress  has  been  made  in  changing  primitive  and 
inefficient  methods  of  cultivation  to  more  productive  types  of  agriculture.  In 
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recent  years  production  has  more  than  kept  pace  with  population  growth.    The  world 
food  and  agriculture  situation  does  not  now,  as  it  did  at  the  time  of  the  first  FAO 
Conference,  demand  a  concerted  effort  toward  increased  production  throughout  the 
world.    Surpluses  are  a  problem  in  our  coxmtry  and  others,  while  at  the  same  time 
many  people  are  undemoxirished.    It  is  nonetheless  essential  to  the  continuing 
advancement  of  world  agriculture  that  knowledge  of  improved  agricultural  techniques 
be  developed  and  spread  to  provide  a  better  living  for  those  in  undertleveloped 
areas  now  and  for  the  many  millions  more  who  will  need  to  be  fed  in  the  future* 

ECONOMICS  AND  STATISTICS  -  0.  V.  Wells,  Administrator 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  U«S.D*A.» 

Over  the  last  ten  years  FAO  has  established  itself  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
of  the  spec lali ted  international  agencies*    This  is  true  both  of  its  regular  work 
program  and  of  its  various  missions  linder  the  Expanded  Technical  Assistance  Pro- 
gram. 

The  technical  assistance  work  Is  so  well  described  In  (rove  Haodbidge's  recent  The 
Story  of  FAO  that  there  is  little  I  could  add. 

Within  its  regular  program,  the  Economics  and  Statistics  Division  has  developed 
as  an  Integral  part  of  the  Organisation.    One  of  its  first  efforts  was  to  encourage 
participation  in  a  World  Census  of  Agriculture  for  1950  in  which  results  were  be- 
yond expectations.    Meanwhile,  its  monthly  statistical  bulletins  and  the  yearbooks 
on  trade  and  production  have  found  a  wide  and  ready  acceptanoei  its  commodity 
economics  work  enters  into  almost  any  discussion  of  international  commodity  agree- 
ments or  anrangements;  and  its  area  analysis  work  is  finding  application  in 
connection  with  technical  assistance  projects  as  well  as  In  discussions  of  general 
policy  —  questions  such  as  the  possible  use  of  surplus  agricultural  commodities  in 
connection  with  economic  development. 

Anyone  -who  reviews  the  current  work  program  must  be  In^ressed  by  the  steady  growth 
in  Organisation  responsibilities  and  by  the  manner  in  which  it  has  become  such  an 
essential  mechanism  for  the  discussion  of,  and  education  in,  food  and  agriculture 
over  the  whole  world. 

FISHERIES  -  A.  W.  Anderson,  Chief,  Brench  of  Commercial  Fisheries 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  U.  S.  D.  I. 

In  the  field  of  world  fisheries  FAO  has  a  nturber  of  solid  achievements  to  its 
credit.    Progress  has  been  steady  rather  than  spectacular.    For  example,  its 
fishery  publications  represent  an  outstemding  aocon^jlishment.    The  Yearbook  of 
Fishery  Statistics  filled  a  definite  need  and  remains  the  sole  publication  in  its 
field.    From  a  modest  start  the  Fishery  Bulletin  has  assumed  a  top  rank  in  publi- 
cations of  its  type.    And  World  Fisheries  Abstracts  also  is  al<»ie  in  the  inter- 
national field.    Among  Individual  reports.  Fishing  Boats  of  the  World  has  been 
widely  acclaimed  and  is  the  only  reference  book  on  fishing  craft. 

Less  tangible  but  eqvially  significant  has  been  the  role  FAO  has  played  In  initiating 
technical  discussions  on  international  fishery  problems  in  administration,  tech- 
nology, narketing,  and  distribution.    The  opportunities  offered  for  conferring  with 
other  experts  and  interchanging  information  have  expedited  advances  in  fishery 
knowledge  in  developed  as  well  as  underdeveloped  countries. 
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Technical  assistance  projects  in  fisheries  stand  \xp  well  under  scrutiny.  The 
approach  appears  to  be  toward  permanent  and  far-reaching  developments  rather 
than  insmediate  spectacular  effects.    As  a  byproduct  of  this  activity  there  has 
been  sought  out,  developed,  and  made  available  for  future  assignments  a  large 
and  well  qmlified  body  of  experts  from  a  great  variety  of  countries. 

Although  the  overall  record  is  very  favorable  there  are  a  few  problem  areas. 
The  concept  of  Regional  Fishery  Councils  has  been  reasonably  successfvil  in  the 
Indo-Pacific  area,  but  considei*ably  confused  in  Latin  America.    Because  of 
tentative  recommenflations  of  the  International  Law  Commission  and  various  other 
statements,  an  erroneous  in5)ression  has  grown  in  a  few  parts  of  the  U.  S.  fish- 
ing industry  that  FAO's  ultimate  aim  is  control  and  regvilation  of  international 
fisheries,  or  that  FAO  is  receptive  to  such  an  idea.    However,  the  fact  is  that 
FAO  has  no  authority,  nor  has  it  made  any  effort  toward  obtaining  the  right,  to 
regulate  international  fisheries.    But  the  fact  that  a  contrary  impression  has 
gained  currency  creates  a  problem  in  public  relations  and  possibly  in  other 
fields.    The  U.  S.  practice  is  to  settle  questions  on  regulations  of  internation- 
al fisheries  with  the  nations  directly  concerned. 

FAO  xmdoubtedly  serves  the  U.  S.  most  significantly  in  the  field  of  fisheries 
by  atteu^ting  to  achieve  its  prioary  objective  of  in^roving  food  consmqption 
and  iraising  standards  of  living  throughout  the  world.    Success  in  this  endeavor 
benefits  our  douestic  fisheries  over  a  broad  front.    Specifically,  however, 
FAO's  fishery  aotiviti-is  are  most  significant  to  the  U.  S.  in  the  form  of  the 
specialized  publications  menticned  previously  and  the  providing  of  forums  for 
the  discussion  of  technical  fishery  problems  in  vriiich  the  U.  S.  has  an  interest. 

In  line  with  these  interests  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to  the  U.  S.  if  FAO 
would  cantinoe  to  develop  and  expand  its  statistical  information  on  production 
and  trade  in  fishery  products,  and  continue  with  the  present  type  of  periodicals 
and  special  publications.    The  development  of  local  fisheries  for  local  use 
should  continue  to  be  a  goal  and  be  coupled  with  adeqxjate  marketing  and  distribu- 
tion studies.    Finally,  teaching  member  countries  the  true  meaning  of  conserva- 
tion, and  the  various  ways  in  which  it  may  be  achieved,  would  do  much  to  aid  in 
solving  the  very  serious  problems  bhe  future  holds  in  this  potentially  trouble- 
some area. 


FORESTRY  -  V.  L.  Harper,  Assistant  Chief 
Forest  Service,  U.  S.  D.  A. 

Progress  in  world  forestry  attributable  to  FAO  during  the  past  ten  years  is 
difficult  to  measure  but  unquestionably  great.    FAO's  accomplishments  roay  not 
be  spectacular  in  terms  of  additional  acres  under  forest  management  or  new  in- 
dustrial plants,  but  FAO  has  laid  a  foundation  for  future  progress  that  will 
have  far-reaching  effects  of  great  signlficatnoe. 

It  has  aroused  interest  in  forestry  in  countries  vrhera  there  was  little  or  none 
before.    It  has  encouraged  underdeveloped  countries  to  see  in  forest-resource 
development  a  means  of  inqproving  their  standard  of  living.    It  has  shown 
countries  i^ose  forests  have  been  depleted  or  destroyed  how  to  rebuild  them.  In 
effect,  FAO  has  supplemented  the  United  States '  own  efforts  to  help  the  under- 
developed countries  of  the  free  world  increase  the  income  and  improve  the  general 
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well-being  of  their  people,  thus  promoting  their  advancement  by  peaceful  axid 
demooratio  means* 

FAO  has  provided  a  medium  for  constructive  cooperation  among  nations  in  forestry 
and  has  supplied  in  ever-increasing  volume  information  and  guidance  aimed  to 
fxarther  rational  development  and  use  of  forest  resources.    FAO  is  responsible 
for  the  first  surveys  of  the  world's  forests,  the  first  Yearbooks  of  world 
forest-products  statistics,  a  world  forestry  nagasine  (Ifaasylva),  the  issuance 
of  excellent  technical  bulletins  written  by  leading  world  authorities  ~  all  of 
value  to  the  United  States  as  means  of  acquiring  more  and  better  information 
on  world  forests,  world  forest  industries,  and  world  trade  in  forest  products* 

Through  en5>loyment  by  FAO  in  foreign  countries  and  participation  in  internation- 
al meetings  sponsored  by  FAO,  in  FAO  training  centers  and  study  tours,  in  FAO 
technical  panels,  and  in  other  FAO  activities,  American  foresters  are  gaining 
knowledge  of  world  forestiy  conditions  and  problems  which  is  advantageous  in 
many  ways  to  this  oountiry  —  both  to  the  Government  and  to  private  industry 
interested  in  enterprises  abroad. 

If  there  were  to  be  any  significant  change  in  the  course  of  FAO»o  forestry  pro- 
gram, it  is  believed  that  it  should  be  in  the  direction  of  more  weight  being 
placed  on  building  a  sound  foundation  in  the  mora  technically  backward  and 
underdeveloped  countries  for  the  practice  of  forestry  and  the  creation  of 
forest-based  industries  —  through  aid  in  such  activities  as  public  education, 
the  training  of  technicians,  the  collection  of  basic  in  form  ti  on,  the  analysis 
of  problems,  and  "pilot  plant"  operations  to  test  new  methods  so  that  they  will 
be  ready  for  application  in  large-scale  operations* 

Continued  growth  in  the  value  of  FAO's  contributions  to  world  forestry  will 
depend  in  no  small  degree  upon  how  sound  a  foundation  is  constructed  in  the 
early  years*    It  can  be  said,  on  the  basis  of  the  first  ten  years,  that  a  most 
auspicious  start  has  been  mde* 

NUTRITION  -  Hatel  K.  Stiebeling,  Director  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home 

Economics  Research,  Agricultural  Research  Sei^oe,  U.S*D.A* 

At  the  ten-year  nark  both  governments  and  indivldvials  must  pause  to  congratulate 
FAO  on  its  program  and  accoispllshments  in  nutritlcsi  and  home  eoonomios*  And 
•whsit  has  been  accoi!^)lished  is  but  a  foretaste  of  nAiat  the  future  oan  bring* 

Nutrition  and  home  economics  have  a  unique  opportunity  to  serve  through  FAO* 
The  war-time  pressures  during  which  the  Hot  Springs  Conference  emd  the  interim 
Commission  lived  made  it  inevitable  that  the  human  values  of  in5)roving  nutrition 
and  raising  levels  of  living  throughout  the  world  would  be  major  objectives  of 
the  first  international  organiEation  for  cooperative  effort  in  the  post-war 
world*    The  Leagvie  of  Nations  had  demonstrated  in  the  1930's  the  close  relation- 
ship among  food,  health,  and  agriculture,  with  nutrition  forming  the  connecting 
links  in  the  chain* 

Through  FAO  the  science  of  nutrition  is  being  applied  with  increasing  effect 
and  precision  in  assessing  food  oonsun^tion,  in  formulating  recommendations  to 


governments  on  food  policy,  and  in  solving  practical  problems  of  food  and 
nutrition* 

Progress  also  is  being  made  in  home  eoonomios*    Real  inqprovement  in  nutrition 
and  in  levels  of  living  depends  largely  on  women  in  the  home*    Home  eoonomios 
education  can  help  expedite  the  inqproved  utilization  of  home  and  family 
resources  for  better  living. 

The  FAO  prograja  of  work  in  nutrition  falls  under  the  following  heads:  '^S 

I 

The  study  and  appraisal  of  food  oonsuo^tion  on  a  world,  regional, 

ajid  national  basis,  in  order  to  assess  the  changes  and  developments  '' 

in  food  production  and  supply  needed  for  satisfactory  nutrition; 

The  study  and  application  of  specific  measures  to  ensure  that  the 
most  effective  use  is  made  of  available  food  supplies,  with  special 
reference  to  food  conservation  and  food  processing,  the  supplemen- 
tairy  feeding  of  vulnerable  groTjq)S,  and  education  in  nutrition; 

Direct  assistance  to  governments  in  developing  practical  programs 
in  nutrition  and  home  economics,  alone  and  in  collaboration  with 
other  UN  agencies,  in  particular  "VIEO  and  UNICEF. 

Backstopping  these  lines  of  direct  action  is  the  continuous  study  of  world-wide 
developments  in  kncwrledge  of  physiological  requirements  for  calories  and  nutri- 
ents, of  nutritive  values  of  food,  and  of  in^jroved  methods  for  assessing  food 
consumption  levels  and  requirements* 

MaiQr  of  us  in  the  United  States  have  had  the  opportunity  to  be  of  service 
through  work  assignments  on  behalf  of  FAO*   Working  in  other  countries  has 
quickened  our  insight  into  some  of  our  own  problems*    Working  with  leaders  fz*om 
other  countries  to  mobilize  existing  information  on  nutrition  and  home  economics 
for  broad  practical  application  has  nade  us  increasingly  conscious  of  many 
specific  needs  for  further  research*    These  stimulating  and  enriching  experiences 
make  us  more  effective  workers  in  our  own  country  on  our  own  problems* 


US-FAO  Newsletter  is  Issued  for  nongovernmental  organizations  that  desire  to 
keep  Informed  on  work  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United 
Nations  as  It  affects  Interests  of  the  united  States.  issued  by  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Service,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  26,  D.C.  on  behalf 
of  US-FAO  Interagency  Committee.  Circulation  free  to  Interested  national 
organizations.  Material  appearing  here  may  be  reproduced.  Comments  or  con- 
tributions welcomed,    should  be  sent  to  liable   ycKendrle,   Editor,  at  above  address. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Informatioa-j^JpDcpaffmeftttf  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


By  the  time  you  geljj.-B]:^^ 


DEC  12  1955 


October  21,  19^5 
Letter  No.  68? 


arm-City  \ieek,  October  23-29,  will 
be  i.ell  underiray.    Secreljwy  Bcrt£X)ii..'de]lL veins'  hie  key-note  remarks  at  a 
luncheon  of  farm,  industrial,  labor  and  other  leaders  at  Beltsville 
tomorrov;.  .  .  .  Earlier  this  veek,  the  Secretary  pointed  out  that  hovr  veil 
we  protect  and  improve  our  soil  and  water  resources  in  the  years  ahead  will 
have  a  direct  bearing  on  our  standard  of  living  in  towns  and  cities  as  well 
as  on  farms  and  ranches.    Ee  appointed  a  foniial  Advisor^'-  Committee  on  Soil 
and  Uater  Conservation  of  16  members  to  advise  him  and  his  staff  and  Depart- 
ment agencies  dealing  with  soil  and  water  programs.    That  Committee  will 
hold  its  first  meeting  here  October  2?  and  28  --  next  week  that  is. 


Yesterday,  the  x^epartznent 's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  issued  its 
1956  outlook  for  wool.    The  Board  expects  a  slightly  larger  world  supply 
of  wool;  a  little  larger  production  and  stocks  up  a  little.     It  says 
production  of  wool  in  this  country--  next  year,  mill  use^  and  average  prices 
are  not  likely  to  prove  much  different  in  '56  than  in  '55.  .  .   .  Today  the 
Department  prepared  for  prompt  action  if  it  decides  to  go  into  a  pork 
buying  program.    USDA  specialists  have  developed  specifications  that  could 
be  used  in  such  an  event. 


Antibiotics  to  the  Fore 


Researchvrise,  the  event  of  the  week  here  was  the  first  International 
Conference  on  the  Use  of  Antibiotics  in  Agriculture,  sponsored  by  the  Kat'l 
Academy  of  Sciences  and  National  research  Council,    l.'bat  the  scientists  were 
talking  about  was  the  past  five  years  or  so  experiments  in  the  use  of 
penicillin,  terramycin,  aureom;^xin,  streptomycin  and  other  antibiotics  on 
the  grovrth  and  development  of  farm  plants  and  animals.    In  opening  the 
Conference,  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  that  the  billion  broilers  produced 
commercially  last  year  -  in  an  industry  that  vas  just  getting  started  20 
years  ago  -  owes  a  substantial  part  of  its  success  to  antibiotics.  The 
antibiotics  inhibit  the  groxrth  of  organisms  th^t  tend  to  stunt  pigs,  and 
other  animals.    And  the  specialists  expect  the  present  accelerated  research 
interest  in  antibiotics  for  plant -disease  control  may  yield  answers  to  some 
of  those  problems  in  the  near  future.    At  least  50  pathologists  in  State  and 
Federal  agencies  are  now  working  on  such  problems,  and  many  of  the  big 
manufacturers  of  antibiotics  are  expanding  their  research  facilities.  These 
research  may  yield  better  ways  to  fight  plant -destroying  bacteria,  fungi, 
and  viruses. 
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IJhat  Will  PFDs  Do  Next?  -  - 

A  veek  or  so  ago  George  German,  WAX ,  Yankton,  S.D.  stuck  his  inquir- 
ing farm  reporter  nose  into  practically  unexplored  parts  of  the  Badlands  and 
came  near  not  getting  it  out  again.    His  guide,  John  Butter,  Sup't  of  Bad- 
lands National  Monument,  finally  located  the  tracks  of  a  hand  of  wild  horses 
and  followed  them  to  safety.    Jesuit:  One  good  scare  for  George  and  some 
wonderful  recordings.  .   .  .  Last  week  over  WEAL,  Baltimore,  we  heard  EFD 
Conway  E  oh  ins  on  talking  trans -Atlantic  to  Congressman  Eich-ard  E.  Lankford 
in  Switzerland  ahout  markets  ahroad  for  Maryland  tobacco.    The  Congressman 
was  looking  into  the  export  prospects  over  there,  so  Eohby  called  him  up, 
recorded  the  interview  and  ran  it  on  his  farm  show.  .  .  Gentlemen,  the  line 
for  radio  newshairk  stories  forms  on  the  right. 

Thirty  Days  of  Safe  Driving 

This  year's  Safe  Driving  (S-D)  Day  is  set  for  December  1.  But,  as  we 
get  the  pitch,  xhat's  really  30  or  kO  days.    The  President's  Committee  of 
Traffic  Sj,fety  wants  the  DAY  preceded  by  a  30-day  buildup.    l-Tiat's  more,  they 
e:cpect  to  score  this  year's  fatalities  for  ten  days  before  and  ten  days 
after  December  1.    If  we  read  our  calendar  right,  that  means  the  urge  to 
safer  driving  will  run  from  November  1  to  December  10.    So  time's  a-wastingi 
Officially  the  safe -driving  campaign  runs  from  November  20  to  December  1. 

Confer  on  Training  Foreign  Visitors  in  U.S. 

Meeting  here  at  the  Department  this  week  was  the  6th  Conference  for 
Agricultural  Services  in  Foreign  Areas.     It  was  sponsored  by  the  USDA  and  the 
International  Cooperation  Administration  and  concerned  itself  primarily  with 
the  training,  in  the  U.S.,  of  foreign  agriculturists  in  technical  knowledge 
and  skills,  to  supplement  the  training  done  by  the  U.S.  technical  assistance 
agencies  and  FAO  in  foreign  countries  in  cooperation  with  other  governments. 
Sixty-nine  institutions,  including  Land  Grant  and  other  colleges  and  univer- 
sities, private  foundations  and  religious  missions,  were  represented,  as  well 
as  ICA  and  USDA.    Last  year,  USDA  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  and  the  Land 
Grant  Colleges  arranged  intensive  training  programs  for  1,200  foreign 
technicians  sponsored  by  ICA,  and  planned  itineraries  and  othenrise  assisted 
l,l80  foreign  visitors  interested  in  this  country's  agriculture. 

Snow  Pack  Management  for  More  Water 

At  the  American  Society  of  Foresters  meeting  in  Portland,  Oregon, 
Wednesday,  E.  A,  Work,  head  of  SCS's  Snow  Survey  and  Water  Supply  Forecast 
Section,  reported  use  of  water  expanding  fast  and  predicted  much  more  water 
will  be  needed  for  our  growing  population  in  the  next  15  years.  .  .  especially 
in  the  west,  where  water  use  ie  more  complete  than  any^rhere  else  in  this 
country.    He  pointed  out  that  west  coast  streams  would  more  than  likely  be 
dry  ae  toast  by  early  July  if  they  depended  on  rainfall  alone.    These  streams 
are  fed  in  summer  by  the  vast  snov  packs  in  the  mountains .    He  urged  more 
forest  and  other  research  looking  toward  better  management  of  this  form  of 
water  storage.    Chief  Work  also  reported  that  last  winter  the  936  men  who 
took  part  in  snow  sur-veys  traveled  nearly  30,000  miles  on  foot,  on  skis  or 
snowshoes,  and  another  23,000  miles  by  over-snow  machines  ana  aircraft  to 
measure  1,2^3  snow  courses. 


Hov  Ideas  Spread  into  Uee 


On  a  30-foot  vide  flannel  "board  here  this  v/eek,  Iowa  State 's  team 
of  rural  sociologists  summarized  1^  years  research  in  many  parts  of  the 
country  on  hov  nev  ideas  spread  into  common  practice.    Dre .  Joe  Bohlen  and 
George  Beal  shoved  in  rapid-fire  outline  five  different  steps  in  the 
diffusion  process  and  the  part  the  different  forms  of  communication  play  at 
each  step.    They  ranked  the  mass  media;  including  newspapers,  magazines, 
radio  and  TV;  as  tops  in  first  making  farmers  avare  of  nev  developments  and 
high  in  "building  interest.    Government  agencies,  such  as  the  Extension 
Service,  vere  high  in  huilding  interest  and  in  helping  farmers  judge  the 
value  of  the  nev  practice.    Neighbors  and  friends  vere  most  important  in 
bringing  about  small  scale  trials  and  final  adoption  on  a  large  scale.  The 
sociologists  credited  ordinary  farmers  only  moderately  fast  in  adopting  nev 
ideas  but  vith  a  reputation  for  good  judgment,  as  providing  the  informal 
leadership  vhich  vas  much  more  effective  vith  the  majority  than  the  formal 
leaders,  early  adopters,  or  big  farmers.    The  majority  of  loi/er-income  farmers 
also  depend  more  on  radio  for  farm  information  than  did  the  more  prosperous 
farmers.    This  group  is  also  more  likely  to  consult  salesmen  and  dealers  than 
official  agencies  about  details.    Under  auspices  of  the  Office  of  Information, 
BtB  appeared  before  over  500  Department  personnel  here  Tuesday  a.m.,  over  300 
that  afternoon  at  Beltsville. 

On  the  Wings  of  the  North  Wind 

Bob  Knovles  of  CBC  tells  us  October  31  will  mark  the  first  anniversary 
for  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation's  Farm  and  Fisheries  Department  in 
television.    He  says  their  Sunday  1:30  to  2:00  p.m.  shov  called  "Country 
Calendar"  includes  veather,  farm  nevs,  markets,  a  "hov  to  do  it"  feature 
along  vith  a  gardening  section  and  nov  has  editions  being  vieved  from  Vancouver 
to  Halifax.    Fourteen  private  TV  stations  as  veil  as  the  CBC  stations  carry 
the  program.  .  .  .  Pennsylvania  has  a  nev  extension  "^.ural  Eeviev"  starting 
today  on  VJAC-TV,  J-hnstovn  2:00  p.m.     It  vill  interpret  agriculture  to  all 
folks  and  give  the  backyard  gardeners  in  three  counties  some  practical  tips.  . 
1/ill  Peigelbeck,  vho  took  over  Joe  Bier's  old  spot  on  U^,  Nev  York,  earlier 
this  month,  does  his  early  morning  shov  from  station's  transmitter  on  the 
Nev  Jersey  side  of  the  Hudson,  as  that's  the  side  he  lives  on.    Will  picks 
up  the  daily  USDA  market  nevs  packet  at  the  F!ahva;y ,  N.J.  postoffice  about 
4:30  a.m. 

Big  Switch  in  Woods  reports 

As  you  probably  noticeu,  that  nationv/ide  timber  resources  survey  ve 
called  to  your  attention  last  week  really  vas  surprising.'    Chief  Richard  E. 
McArdle  of  FS  gave  the  good  neve  ve  are  not  faced  i:ith  an  acute  timber  short  - 
age  in  the  U.S.    The  survey  shovs  over-all  timber  gro^rbh  is  increasing.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  quality  of  timber  in  the  forests  is  declining.  Insects, 
diseases,  and  fire  each  year  kill  one -fourth  of  the  annual  growth  and  insects 
and  diseases  nov  outrank  fire  as  damaging  agents.    The  foresters  forecast 
timber  needs  may  prove  70  to  120  percent  more  in  less  than  fifty  years  than 
they  are  no^;.     They  interpret  the  survey  as  a  varning  that  forest  management 
vill  liave  to  improve  faster  than  it  is  improving  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
year  2000.    They  say  the  greatest  possibilities  for  adding  permanently  to 
our  timber  supplies  are  in  getting  more  trees  groving  on  poorly  stocked  land 
and  on  cutover  lands,  in  making  closer  use  of  the  timber  cut,  and  in  reducing 
loss  due  to  insects,  disease,  and  fire.    In  all,  the  report  views  the  potential 
supply  with  considerable  hope  and  credits  efforts  of  the  past  ten  years  vith 
creating  a  sounder  situation. 


h  - 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shove  October  29 


CBS  Wews  with  Claude  J/feihoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 

ABC  American  Fanner  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  Mid -Atlantic  Fam  and  Home  Show  with 
Maz  Kirkland;,  Butgere;  and  Farm-City  Week  storj'-  of  farmer-retailer  coopera- 
tion with  Jack  Logan,  retail  Grocer's  Ase'n,  and  Eerschel  Neweom,  Master 
of  the  National  Grange. 

mc  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  New  Plans  for  Lamh  Promotion. 

CCBS  Agriculture  USA  with  Hollie  Seavey.    Features:    The  Farm  Programs 
of  the  Extension  Service,  with  USDA's  Otto  Croy^  Ass't  Admn.  of  Extension. 


With  Some  Other  Activators  - 


Carl  Collin,  WKZO,  Kalamazoo,  says  that  show  of  his  we  mentioned  last 
week  is  a  ^-min.  TV  shot  he  has  across  the  hoard  right  after  his  6  to  7  a.m. 
radio  show.  ...  In  pointing  out  the  importance  of  farmers  as  consumers  of 
city  goods  at  the    oanoke,  Va.  regional  NAPTB  meeting,  Phil  Alampi  used  10 
large  24x30  inch  cartoons  to  illustrate  each  of  hie  10  Farm-City  points.  .  . 
Bert  Hutchison,  inev  EFD  at  KDKA  invitee  us  to  the  Ikth  Annual  KDKA  Fam 
Radio  Conference  at  Pittsburgh,  November  5  -  Our  Ext.  Information  programs 

head,  Lester  Schlup,  will  be  chief  speaker  NBC's  Milt  Bliss  and 

Paul  Seabrook    of  the  Gittine  Agency  are  with  us  this  week  planning  future 
pickups  for  the  National  Farm  and  Heme  Hour  .... 

Clean  Grain  Praise  for  Youth 


Commissioner  of  Food  and  Drugs,  George  P.  Larrick    lias  sent  a  letter 
to  10,000  vo.  ag.  teachers  commending  the  valuable  work  in  grain  sanitation 
done  by  Future  Farmers  and  h-E  Clubs.    These  young  people  have  aroused 
interest  in  the  sanitary  handling  of  grain  and  promoted  rat-killing  campaigns 
in  many  places . 


Frozen  Cream  for  Butter 


Dairy  specialists  of  FAS  report  tome  Dutch  buttermakers  have  come  up 
with  a  nev  answer  to  the  problem  of  butter  storage.    Finding  some  of  their 
customers  in  other  countries  objected  to  cold-storage  butter,  12  Netherlands 
dairies  tried  freezing  cream  instead,  and  making  butter  from  it  as  the  need 
arose.    They  claim  the  butter  churned  from  frozen  cream  not  only  tastes  like 
fresh  butter,  but  lias  more  vitamin  A,  and  spreads  better. 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  S^vice 

P.S.    From  no\r  through  November  the  USDA  suggests  special  empliasis  on  pork. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


^^£C  12  1955 


October  28,  1955 
Letter  No»  688 


Just  nov  the  Department  announced T"Irst  offers  under  that  pork  and 
lard  buying  program,  set  up  earlier  this  week,  will  be  due  during  the  week  of 
November  7.    That  is  the  plan  to  help  strengthen  hog  prices  by  encouraging  more 
use  of  pork  by  buying  quality  pork  products  for  school  lunches  and  other  such 
outlets,  .  .  .  USDA's  V/ool  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee  meeting 
here  this  week  recommended  a  comprehensive  new  program  of  research  to  help 
sheep  raisers  increase  the  value  of  their  wool  through  better  breeding  and 

management  West  Virginia  Experiment  Station  and  USDA  are  starting 

an  investigation  of  the  possibilities  for  increasing  milk  use  through  milk 
vending  machiies.  .  .  .  And  today  the  Department  reported  ^1  percent  gain  in 
the  number  of  schools  in  the  school  milk  program  -  including  more  schools  in 
the  big  cities.  .  .  .  For  some  reason  DDT  is  practically  harmless  to  mites 
that  damage  apple  trees,  so  the  orchard  researchers  have  been  taking  another 
look  at  ryania,  an  insecticide  made  from  a  ground  shrub.    They  find  it 
literally  chooses  between  the  apple  grower's  insect  friends  and  enemies.  It 
works  against  the  mite  enemies,  also  against  coddling  moths,  and  is  safe  to 
use  as  far  as  man  and  animals  are  concerned  


Farm  Flaming  in  Weeks  Ahead 


Instead  of  going  to  Europe  to  make  a  on-the-spot  study  of  markets 
there,  as  he  had  planned  earlier,  Secretary  Benson  announced  a  couple  of  days 
ago  he  will  firm  up  further  recommendations  to  improve  the  present  farm  program. 
In  the  weeks  ahead,  he  plans  further  study  to  effective  ways  of  diverting  to 
soil  building  and  soil  conserving  crops  acreage  not  now  needed  for  fo^d  and 
fiber.    Ee  said  emphasis  vill  also  be  placed  upon  proposals  for  improving 
quality  of  farm  products,  for  expanding  markets  at  home  and  abroad,  and  for 
exploring  emergency  programs  to  meet  specific  commodity  problems,  such  as  the 
hog  buying  program.     Other  proposals  which  show  promise  will  be  examined.  The 
Secretary  said:     "In  line  with  our  program  of  attacking  farm  problems  from  many 
sides  in  order  to  help  farmers  achieve  a  better  share  of  the  present  national 
prosperity,  we  axe  pleased  that  the  hog  program  I  announced  two  days  ago  gives 
promise  of  real  help  to  farmers.    We  believe  that  this  program  will  help 
provide  more  orderly  marketing  of  hogs,  greater  price  strength  and  general 
stability  in  th^e  industry."    He  had  expected  to  address  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  of  the  United  Nations  in  Lome,  but  Assistant  Secretary  Earl  Butz 
and  Assistant  Secretary  for  Administration  l.alph  Roberts  will  represent  him  at 
the  FAO  meeting. 
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Science  Changes  Farm  Picture 

In  a  talk  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Grange  at  Scranton  this  week, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ervin  Peterson  pointed  out  that  orange 
juice  crystals  in  powder  form  will  soon  "be  available,  tomato  juice  in  powder 
form  is  close,  and  USDA  scientists  hope  to  develop  an  acceptable  whole  milk 
powder.    He  said  kj  percent  of  the  vegetable  varieties  being  commercially 
produced  were  not  known  20  years  ago.    Eighty -eight  percent  of  our  feed 
grains  and  Sh  percent  of  our  oil  crops  are  new  since  1935.    At  that  time, 
we  produced  k9  million  bushels  of  soybeans  -  in  195^,  3^3  million  bushels. 
In  '35  we  produced  ^3  million  broilers  -  in  '5^,  1,060  million.    Here  are 
two  whole  new  industries  in  20  years. 

They  Knew  Their  Livestock 

You  can't  say  Bill  Drips  (KOIW-TV,  Portland,  Ore.)  doesn't  know  a 
good  steer  when  he  sees  one.    The  steer  Bill  picked  to  show  his  viewers  what 
a  good  steer  looked  like  later  won  reserve  grand  championship  at  the  Pacific 
International  show.  ....  WTIC,  Hartford,  will  pay  the  expenses  of  two 
young  dairy  cattle  experts,  Edward  Duhainel  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  and  Ethel 
Hunt ,  of  Granville,  I^ss.,  to  the  National  ^-H  Club  Congress  at  Chicago, 
November  26-December  1.    They  won  the  trips  for  outstanding  work  with  purebred 
livestock  they  bought  through  the  WTIC  Farm  Youth  Program. 

1956  Outlook  for  Fruit 

The  AMS  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  today  reported  it  expects  demand 
for  fruit  in  this  country  in  '56  to  equal  demand  this  year,  and  says  the  pros- 
pects for  exports  seem  better  than  in  the  past  year.    The  Board  estimates 
production  of  deciduous  fruits  and  tree  nuts  probably  will  run  a  little 
larger  than  this  year,  and  citrus  production  will  continue  its  upward  trend. 

rise  in  Water  Programs  Forecast 

Elvon  Orme,  K5L,  Salt  Lake  City,  recently  put  considerable  time  and 
travel  into  a  series  of  taped  programs  from  the  site  of  a  sizable  irrigation 
development  in  Utah  financed  with  help  of  an  association  type  loan  from  the 
Faxmers  Home  Administration,  arranged  by  several  hundred  small  farm  operators. 

With  parts  of  our  country  wishing  they  didn't  have  so  much  water 
sometimes,  more  areas  than  not  can  use  supplemental  water  on  crops  via 
irrigation  at  least  part  of  the  time.    Water,  therefore,  continues  to  be  an 
increasingly  important  subject  (witness  the  new  USDA  yearbook  on  'Vater")  so 
v/e  predict  more  and  more  radio  and  TV  programs  devoted  to  the  problems  of 
inadequate  supply,  judicious  use,  and  control  of  water. 

The  Secretary's  new  advisory  committee  on  soil  and  water  conservation 
met  this  week.    Bill  Durham,  who  sometimes  manages  to  make  a  tape  or  two  for 
Doc  Buhmann  (WBAP)  while  covering  the  agricultural  world  for  the  Fort  Worth 
Star-Telegram,  is  a  member. . .This  week,  too,  Dr.  Cecil  Wadleigh  was  named  as 
the  new  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Research  Chief  in  the  Department.  He 
succeeds  the  late  Dr.  Salter,  and  will  direct  and  coordinate  USDA  soils  and 
water  research  in  hi  states,  representing  all  important  soils  and  water  regions 
of  the  U.S.     His  headquarters  will  be  at  our  Plant  Industry  Station  at 
Beltsville.    Dr.  Wadleigh  has  been  with  the  Department  nearly  I5  years.  For 
the  past  year  and  a  half  he  has  directed  the  research  of  the  USDA's  three  main 
laboratories  --  the  Salinity  Lab.  in  California,  the  Plant,  Soils,  and  Nutri- 
tion Lab.  at  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  and  the  Soils  Lab  at  Beltsville. 
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Wheat  Agreement  Up  for  lieneval 

At  Geneva  this  week,  wheat  exporting  and  importing  nations  xrere 
scheduled  to  get  together  to  discuss  renev/al  or  replacement  of  the  International 
Wheat  Agreement.    It  expires  next  July  31.    In  '^^7  an  international  wheat 
conference  failed  to  agree.    In  'it-8  the  conference  agreed,  "but  not  enough 
countries  ratified  it.    In  '^9  at  V/ashington,  the  conferees  made  an  agreement 
that  was  ratified  and  remained  in  force  until  '53  when  it  was  revised  and 
renewed.    That  agreement  runs  out  next  year.    It  takes  quite  a  "bit  of  nego- 
tiating to  assure  supplies  of  wheat  to  importing  countries  and  markets  for 
wheat  to  exporting  countries  at  fair  and  stable  prices. 

Among  Our  Neighbors 

Keith  Morrow,  who  has  been  supervising  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corporation's  farm  programs,  has  now  moved  up  to  the  job  of  Co-Ordinator  of 
Badio,  CEC.    Bob  Knov^les,  his  assistant  for  the  past  18  months  as  CBC  Nat'l 
Supervisor  of  the  Farm  and  Fisheries  Department,  has  moved  to  the  top  farm 
spot.  .  .  .  Phil  Alampi,  \JRCA,  who  this  week  was  named  president  of  the 
American  Horticultural  Council,  today  closes    "his   Favorite  Farmer's  Daughter 
and  Favorite  Farmer's  Wife  contest.    Winners  \^ill  be  picked  for  beauty,  person- 
ality, activities  and  farm  background  at  the  Mid -Atlantic  Farm  and  Home  Show 
at  Atlantic  City  next  \/ednesday.    Winning  daughter  and  her  mother  and  winning 
wife  and  her  farmer  husband  will  be  flov/n  from  Miami  to  Panama  for  a  week 

there  RFD  Jay  Gould,  WOWO,  Fort  V/ayne,  Ind.,  is  getting  ready  to 

lead  a  group  of  famers  on  a  grand  tour  of  South  America,  which  will  include 
a  visit  to  Louis  Bromfield's  plantation  35  miles  from  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  a 
cattle  ranch  and  barbeque  in  Argentina,  etc,  etc.    The  tour  leaves  Miami  Feb. 
6  and  returns  March  3,  195^. 

Cities  Encroaching  on  Farms 

At  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  day  before  yesterday,  SCS  Admn.  D.  A.  Williams 
told  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  National  Reclamation  Association  that  SCS 
estimates  made  over  the  past  six  months  show  that  17  million  acres  of  our 
flattest  and  most  fertile  farm  lands  have  been  converted  to  non-agricultural 
uses  in  the  past  15  years.    Each  year  over  a  million  acres  of  cultivatable 
land  is  going  into  homesites,  industrial  and  commercial  developments,  defense 
establishments,  highways,  airports,  and  other  non-farm  uses.    During  the  same 
15-year  period  3  million  more  acres  of  cultivatable  land  have  been  converted 
to  commercial  pulpwood  production  in  the  south.    These  with-drawals  represent 
nearly  3  percent  of  the  total  land  suitable  for  ciiltivation  in  the  U.S. 
Admn,  Williams  said  that  if  continued  at  the  present  rate,  they  could  have  a 
substantial  bearing  on  the  future  ability  of  agriculture  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  Nation.    Some  of  this  loss  in  good  crop  land  is  unnecessary.    He  frankly 
said  he  did  not  knoir  the  answer,  but  that  it  is  clear  that  the  problem  of  land 
withdrawal  from  farming  has  become  part  of  the  over-all  national  conservation 
problem  and  a  direct  concern  of  all  citizens  in  cities  and  towns  and  on  farme 
and  ranches.  .   .  . 

Television  stations  WIEW-TV,  Topeka;  KVTE,  Hutchinson  and  KOAM-  TV, 
Pittsburg;  played  host  in  turn  to  a  schedule  of  television  workshops  which 
Ken  Thomas,  Ext.  padio,  Kansas,  held  for  county  agents  in  the  Sunflower  State 
last  week.    Ken  says  in  most  instances  it  meant  that  the  station  had  to  pay  an 
overtime  crew  of  several  persons  to  operate  equipment.    We'll  bet  cooperation 
like  this  pays  off  well  in  the  long  haul,  however. 


Fam  and  Home  Network  Shows  Nov.  5 


ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:     The  Hog  Story,  with  Harold  Breim;5'-er, 
John  Baker Eeed  Phillips,  and  Chet  Freeman  of  AiyB  and  an  Indiana  farmer. 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty,    Features:  Grand  National  Livestock  Expo. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 
"A  story  of  the  Byrd  apple  empire  in  Virginia." 

CCBS  Agriculture  USA  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:     Ken  Krogh,  FAS, 
telling  about  United  States  participation  in  the  Cologne  Food  Fair. 

NOTICE!  -  Do  you  Want  USDA  Speeches? 

This  is  not  a  threat  -  -  just  a  move  for  mutual  saving  for  us  and  for 
those  of  you  who  never  get  around  to  reading  all  those  good  speeches  by 
Department  VIPs.    To  save  gov't  money  here  and  wear  and  tear  on  your  waste 
basket,  we  are  paring  down  our  mailing  list  on  some  of  this  type  of  material 
and  want  to  leave  off  all  those  who  don't  specifically  want  to  stay  on.  The 
policy  information  and  other  data  in  speeches  is  usually  duplicated  in  press 
releases  issued  about  the  same  time,  or  earlier,  so  the  simplest  plan  seems 
for  us  to  just  stop  sending  these  speeches  except  to  those  who  really  want 
verbatim    copies  for  close  study  or  quotation.     If  you  want  to  stay  on  the 
list,  just  drop  us  a  line  and  say  so.    In  that  case  we  vrill  be  glad  to  keep 
them  coming  to  you.    A  copy  of  an;^^  specific  speech  will  be  available,  of  course 
upon  special  request. 

Forestry  Seen  in  Action 

That  National  Timber  Resources  Eeview  we  told  you  about  last  week  was 
really  comprehensive.    At  our-  "Know  Your  USDA"  series  of  intra -Department 
educational  lectures  this  week,  Forest  Service  Chief  Dick  McArdle  showed  that 
3|-  year  survey  report  was  made  up  of  about  a  ton  of  maps,  charts,  statistics, 
and  text  that  was  finally  boiled  down  to  nine  pounds  of  closely  printed  volumes 
You  got  the  two-page  summary  of  that  boil-down.     Movies,  a  human  chart  of 
officials,  and  other  devices  showing  other  phases  of  FS  work,  demonstrated 
that  visuals  really  can  bring  understanding.    A  lyferyland  State  forester  and  a 
farmer  client  visualized  on  a  flannel  board,  how  to  handle  trees  as  a  farm 
crop.    FS  Bill  Bergoffen  headed  the  team  of  producers  who  put  on  the  show.  Of 
course,  the  ubiquitous  'Smokey  Bear'  was  on  hand  in  person. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  &  Television  Service 

P.S.  Late  today  the  Department's  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Advisory  Committee 
recommended  amendment  of  last  year's  watershed  act  to  permit  the  Federal  Gov*t 
to  share  in  the  cost  of  building  structures  to  store  water  for  purposes  other 
than  flood  prevention. 


